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Saturday, September 29, 2018 
10:00 - 10:15  Networking  

10:15 - 10:20 Welcome Speech 

10:20 - 10:35 Keynote Address: Student Survival Guide 
Speaker: Jeffrey Bradley, MA  

Session 1 

10:45 - 12:00 Chair: Katarina Bogosavljevic 
 

Posttraumatic Growth for Male Survivors of Sexual Violence 
Speaker: Samantha Cima, MA student  
 
Exploring the Role of Prison Theatre on the Lives of 
Criminalized Individuals in Canada: A Case Study on William 
Head on Stage (WHoS) 
Speaker: Thana Rida, MA student 
 
“Never about them without them”: The Ottawa Police Service’s 
Youth Advisory Committee as an Opportunity for Youth Civic 
Engagement  
Speaker: Renee Komel, MA student 
 
La peine de prison discontinue à l’épreuve de la rationalité 
pénale moderne: Étude des motifs juridiques évoqués dans la 
jurisprudence de la Cour d’appel du Québec 
Speaker: Audrey Monette, MA student 

12:00 - 13:00 Lunch / Networking  

Session 2 
13:00 - 14:15 Chair: Audrey Monette 

 
Back on the beat: Revisiting the pertinence of ethnographic 
police studies 
Speaker: Maykal Bailey, PhD candidate  



 

La parole aux travailleurs du sexe: Comprendre leurs 
perceptions des risques entourant le métier et les stratégies 
mises en place pour les gérer  
Speaker: Maxim Gaudette, MA student  
  
“Too Big to Jail”: Canada’s Responses to Corporate Crime in its 
Financial Markets 
Speakers: Élise Constantineau, PhD candidate   

Session 3 
14:15-15:30 Chair: Samantha Cima 

 
HEY YOU! Racialized Subjects Through Racial Interpellation 
Speaker: Mahrukh Yaqoob, MA student 
 
“CFL has its patient zero”: A critical examination of HIV 
nondisclosure in the case of Trevis Smith 
Speaker: Katarina Bogosavljevic, PhD student  
 
Exploring the Experiences of Parents of Criminalized Youth in 
Canada 
Speaker: Drew Taylor, MA student  

15:30 - 15:45 Conclusion / Closing Remarks  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Abstracts 
 
Posttraumatic Growth for Male Survivors of Sexual Violence 
Speaker: Samantha Cima, MA student  
 
Research on sexual victimization has centred on the negative symptomatology 
associated with sexual violence, and consequently, the ways in which service provision 
can reduce these negative consequences. As a result, the ability for individuals to 
develop positive changes following a traumatic incident, termed posttraumatic growth 
(PTG), has been excluded from analysis. Research on PTG and female survivors 
discovered that PTG can begin as quickly as two-weeks following the traumatic 
experience, with the most common positive alterations being increased empathy for 
others in similar situations, better relationships with family members, and a greater 
appreciation of life. Unfortunately, however, the literature on PTG has omitted male 
survivors of sexual violence, focusing on female-only or child (both male and female) 
survivors; as a result, the limited knowledge may not be generalizable to the male 
population. The increased likeliness that male survivors will use avoidance coping 
techniques (which have been found to be negatively correlated with PTG) and the 
degree to which male survivors adhere to male gender norms may influence the 
survivors’ ability to experience PTG. As such, this thesis will analyze coping techniques 
and gender norms as moderators of PTG in male survivors of sexual violence who 
utilize support services.  
 
Exploring the Role of Prison Theatre on the Lives of Criminalized Individuals in 
Canada: A Case Study on William Head on Stage (WHoS) 
Speaker: Thana Rida, MA student 
 
While the criminological literature has devoted great attention towards examining prison 
programs and interventions, the research has largely overlooked arts-based initiatives 
within prison. To gain an understanding regarding the impact of prison theatre on the 
lives of criminalized individuals, this thesis represents a case study on Canada’s only 
inmate-run prison theatre, William Head on Stage (WHoS). Through qualitative 
interviews with 15 incarcerated WHoS participants and 6 former WHoS participants, this 
study explores the experiences of the participants with this long-standing theatre 
initiative. To capture the prison backdrop to which prison theatre operates, this study 
implements an integrative conceptual framework that draws on Goffman’s (1961) total 
institutions and conceptual understandings around the prison-inmate culture 
(Ricciardelli, 2015; 2014b). Through the analysis of the participants’ experiences, the 
emerging themes in this study reveal how collectively, the impacts of prison theatre 
stem from the contrasting nature of prison theatre to the regimented structural and 
social systems of prison. While this research study helps substantiate the significance of 
arts-based initiatives like WHoS, it also helps bridge the gap within the literature 
between the arts and criminology. 



 

 
“Never about them without them”: The Ottawa Police Service’s Youth Advisory 
Committee as an Opportunity for Youth Civic Engagement  
Speaker: Renee Komel, MA student 
 
Youth civic engagement literature has suggested that the consistently low voter turnout 
among the youth demographic is because they are either apathetic to the world around 
them or they participate in other forms of civic engagement that they deem more 
practical, such as volunteering. Moreover, to build trust with the community, police 
services have turned to community policing programs and community consultation to 
establish a collective responsibility for community well-being and safety. This thesis 
project explores the dynamics and characteristics of the Ottawa Police Service’s Youth 
Advisory Committee as a youth engagement program. Further, the concept of 
democratization of the police service will be utilized to uncover bureaucratic tensions 
that may impact the program’s potential to involve the youth community in the police 
service. This project has the practical goal to learn more about the characteristics and 
dynamics of the Youth Advisory Committee within the Ottawa Police Service as a 
powerful police institution in order to make other initiatives similar to it better. 
 
Back on the beat: Revisiting the pertinence of ethnographic police studies 
Speaker: Maykal Bailey, PhD candidate  
 
The research focuses on racism in policing. Specifically, it asks the question: how do 
the police understand concepts of race and racism and how are these concepts 
resisted, negotiated, or mobilized when completing occupational duties? Confronted by 
limited access to information concerning police practices/activities, contemporary 
studies on racism and policing have adapted to this challenge by exploring the public’s 
perception and experiences of policing. In one way, this approach has been 
instrumental in highlighting the negative effects of police discrimination onto racialized 
communities. In another way, it has not sufficiently addressed the difficulties of 
navigating race while police work transpires in action. Inspired by Ericson’s (1989) 
Reproducing order: A study of police patrol work, this presentation suggests that a 
return to ethnographic police studies offers an opportunity to get an up-close 
perspective on how the concept of race is mobilized by the police and how it affects 
their day-to-day duties. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
La peine de prison discontinue à l’épreuve de la rationalité pénale moderne: 
Étude des motifs juridiques évoqués dans la jurisprudence de la Cour d’appel du 
Québec 
Speaker: Audrey Monette 
 
Mon projet de recherche porte sur un examen des discours du système de droit criminel               
mobilisés dans le cadre du processus de détermination de la peine portant sur les              
sentences intermittentes. À partir du cadre conceptuel de la rationalité pénale moderne            
(RPM), cette étude vise à identifier au-delà des considérations législatives prévues à            
l’article 732 du Code criminel, d’un point de vue sociologique, les motifs juridiques             
évoqués dans la jurisprudence de la Cour d’appel du Québec pour motiver l’octroi de la               
peine de prison discontinue. Par l’analyse de contenu, les 82 décisions de la Cour              
d’appel du Québec ont été codifiées pour faire ressortir les motifs juridiques se             
rapportant à la rationalité pénale moderne et ceux qui, au contraire, présentent des             
innovations cognitives. Le travail analytique a démontré une première tendance menant           
au durcissement de la sentence discontinue perçue comme trop peu sévère. Un second             
scénario émerge des décisions dans lesquelles la peine carcérale discontinue est           
valorisée, sans toutefois délaisser les principes d’exclusion et d’affliction au fondement           
de la RPM. Finalement, certaines décisions s'émancipent du cadre conceptuel de la            
RPM pour proposer des motifs alternatifs, certains constituant des innovations          
cognitives et d’autres revêtant plutôt un caractère managérialiste.  
 
La parole aux travailleurs du sexe: Comprendre leurs perceptions des risques 
entourant le métier et les stratégies mises en place pour les gérer  
Speaker: Maxim Gaudette, MA student  
 
Mon projet de recherche vise à comprendre, avec un regard sociologique, le 
phénomène du risque chez les hommes qui exercent le travail du sexe. Plus 
précisément, je m’intéresse, d’un point de vue constructiviste, à leurs perceptions des 
risques du métier et aux stratégies mises en place pour les gérer. Mon analyse 
phénoménologique se base sur les histoires et les expériences vécues de 11 hommes 
interviewés dans les villes d’Ottawa et de Montréal. Elle montre que les risques 
rencontrés par ces hommes ne se limitent pas à ceux d’ITS et de violence telle 
qu’identifiée par la littérature spécialisée. Pour les travailleurs du sexe, le risque de 
stigmatisation est tout aussi important, si ce n’est plus, que les risques d’ITS et de 
violence qui semblent plutôt être liés à l’interaction sexuelle en tant que telle. Ma 
recherche conclut qu’au quotidien le risque est vécu comme un concept labile et que sa 
gestion n’est pas un processus univoque et unidimensionnel, mais pluriel et toujours 
dépendant du contexte. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
“Too Big to Jail”: Canada’s Responses to Corporate Crime in its Financial 
Markets 
Speakers: Élise Constantineau, PhD candidate  
 
My research looks at a major gap in criminological research, that of corporate crime and 
Canada's failed attempts to respond to this phenomenon. Following the scandals of 
Enron and WorldCom, Canada passed Bill C-13 in 2004 which allowed the RCMP to 
implement Integrated Market Enforcement Teams (IMETs). Those units were created to 
tackle serious capital market offences which could affect Canada's economy. With a 
total funding of $300 million over 10 years, these IMETs convicted 11 people. The 
results are more than disappointing. The lack of specialized employees, the complexity 
of the cases and over compliance are suggested reasons, among others, that might 
explain the failure of IMETs. In 2015, Canada then decided to implement Joint Serious 
Offences Teams (JSOTs). My research will focus on the reasons behind IMETs failure 
and will analyzie, if, with the advent of JSOTs, history is doomed to repeat itself.  
 
HEY YOU! Racialized Subjects Through Racial Interpellation 
Speaker: Mahrukh Yaqoob, MA student 
 
Mainstream discourse has emphasized the representations of racialized youth in the 
media through different narratives that highlight race as the central theme that 
categorizes individuals in order to symbolize and make sense of the world. Many times, 
such representations become tropes that convey a particular reality. In the case of 
racialized youth, negative stereotypes are reproduced time and time again. This study 
seeks to reference and interpret dominant tropes of racialized youth through the 
theoretical framework of racial interpellation. The objective is to direct attention towards 
a theory that potentially allows us to see the reproduction of stereotypes and forms of 
negotiation that follow this reality. Racial interpellation in reference to Althusser and 
Fanon will allow this study to reference race beyond ordinary elements (symbols, 
goods, practices) and to demonstrate the power of human beings to transform the social 
order through extraordinary aspects of expression such as satire. In order to do this, I 
propose the question: How racial interpellation tropes that convey stereotypes and 
representations of minority youth are negotiated (accepted, refused, tolerated) through 
humour (comedy, satire) by the audiovisual productions of young Canadian comedians, 
artists, and youtubers? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
“CFL has its patient zero”: A critical examination of HIV nondisclosure in the case 
of Trevis Smith 
Speaker: Katarina Bogosavljevic, PhD student  
 
This research provides a feminist critical discourse analysis of the juridical (by way of 
trial transcripts) and mediated content on Trevis Smith who was a former Canadian 
Football League linebacker convicted of aggravated sexual assault for not disclosing to 
his sexual partners that he was living with HIV. Mobilizing an intersectional (Crenshaw, 
1989, 1991) and masculinities (Connell, 2005/1995; Messerschmidt, 2012; 2016) 
theoretical framework, we specifically explored how discourses pertaining to Smith’s 
nondisclosure were shaped by race, gender, class, criminality, sexual orientation, and 
seropositivity. Our analysis revealed three dominant discourses: “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde”, The “sodom and gomorrah of sexual partners”, and playing a dangerous game. 
We argue that these discourses evidence how racialized, gendered and classed 
discourses come to permeate Canadian consciousness surrounding HIV and sexual 
responsibility to vilify Black men and add fuel to the stigma fire by associating people 
living with HIV/AIDS as dangerous, and morally and criminally culpable vectors of 
disease.  
 
 
Exploring the Experiences of Parents of Criminalized Youth in Canada 
Speaker: Drew Taylor, MA student  
 
Modernity has changed the perceived value of children in the home; parents are now 
expected to raise emotionally healthy, well-adjusted children, and as a result, “the 
character of [the] child” determines parental success (Harden, 2005, p. 352). When 
children exhibit problematic behaviour or abnormal traits, which contravene Western 
values, they are assumed to be the products of failed or bad parenting (Corrigan & 
Miller, 2004; Courcy & des Rivières, 2017; Davis & Monago, 2016; Harden, 2005; 
Moses, 2010). To explore the experiences and challenges of parenting criminalized 
youth, this thesis first draws upon a multidisciplinary body of literature, specifically on 
parents of ‘atypical’ youth, to reveal under-researched areas within the criminological 
literature. I then conduct semi-structured qualitative interviews with parental figures of 
criminalized youth, and analyze the interview transcripts using grounded theory to fill in 
the gaps in the literature and understand their experiences. Despite much of the 
parenting literature focusing on biological and adoptive parents, this thesis includes all 
immediate relatives of a criminalized individual, who have taken on parental roles 
(siblings, grandparents). Additionally, this thesis positions itself within the constructivist 
paradigm, with methodology reflective of and acknowledging my personal experiences 
as a parental figure to a criminalized youth. 
 
 


